
T w o  T h o u s a n d  a n d  N i n e                   A  Y e a r  o f  D o u b l e  P o r t i o n s





T h e  C o u n c i l  f o r  L i f e  e x i s t s  t o  
empower men,  women,  and youth
to  m a k e  l i f e - a f f ir m ing  c hoic e s .
T h e  C o u n c i l  i s  m o t i v a t e d  b y
C hr i s t- l ik e  lov e  a nd  r e sp on si v e
c o m p a s s i o n .  T h e  C o u n c i l  i s  
c o m m i t t e d  t o  r a i s i n g  p u b l i c
awareness  of  the  comple x  i s sues
t h a t  s u r r o u n d  u n p l a n n e d
p r e g n a n c i e s  a n d  t o  p r o v i d i n g  
f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  t o  a g e n c i e s
that share our mission.



As I reflect on 2009, it has been a year crowned with the fullness of God’s
grace and glory for the Council for Life. I am humbled by the privilege and
joy God has given me to serve as President this year. To God Be The
Glory…Here are some of the great things He has done!

Our year began with hosting over 300 people at our Community Outreach
Event. Rev. Mark Davis presented the poignant stories of his two sisters
who both faced unplanned pregnancies. Community Leader and Bible
Teacher, Ann Holford shared her amazing story of God doing beyond what
she could have imagined in the life of her teenage daughter who was 
pregnant with twins.

Next our Junior Event doubled in size as we met at Patty
and Leigh Smith’s home for wine and cheese and to hear
the riveting testimony of Lisa Luby Ryan. Lisa has since
recorded her testimony and is featured on four different 
websites (www.youroptions.com,www.councilforlife.org,
www.iamsecond.org and www.cbn.com ). Her testimony
aired on network television CBN and has had over 2400 hits
to date on the CBN website.

We hosted our first ever Men Stand for Life breakfast event
and over 400 men attended! Bill Noble spearheaded this
event along with Courtney Whitehead. Mayor Tom Leppert, Gary 
Brandenburg, John Tolson, John Maisel and special guest speaker 
Nic Vulvijec all participated in the program making it a powerful event to
challenge men to stand in the gap to protect the unborn.

Our April Spring Coffee held at the lovely home of Terry and Bob Rowling
attracted a record crowd of over 300! Our Council for Life 5K run beneficiary,
the Gladney Center for Adoption was featured and we heard wonderful
stories of what the Next Steps Program is accomplishing for birth mothers
in helping them transition back into society. Recording artist and well
known speaker, Gail McWilliams shared her beautiful story of choosing
the life of her unborn child over her eyesight.

Ongoing events which continued to grow and develop this year included
Brighter Beginnings, our diaper and formula drive, Training to Stand for Life
(equipping and educating our membership for conversational opportunities
within their personal sphere of influence), and our Fall Beneficiary Forum
which continues to grow and attract more potential beneficiaries and en-
courage collaboration among the agencies. We also reformatted and en-
hanced our website, created a new CFL brochure and added a bus tour of
our 2009 beneficiaries.

Lisa and Kenny Troutt hosted our first ever An Evening Celebrating Life
on October 1st in their beautiful new home. This event honored our 
beneficiaries, Advisory Board and Board of Directors as well as announcing

our two newest Advisory Board members, Mrs. Heather
Washburne and Rev. Mark Davis. The purpose of this
event was also to educate our membership and community
more about the sanctity of life. Dr. Stephen Meyer of the
Discovery Institute spoke about the culture of death permeating
our society and how we can combat this by standing for
the sanctity of human life and the belief that all life is a gift
from our Creator. Deidrea and T. K. Laux, featured in the
Dallas Morning News Sunday edition of “Choosing Thomas”,
also shared their powerful testimony of choosing life knowing
their son would live only a few days after birth.

The Council for Life’s 5K Run which benefited the Gladney Center for
Adoption had over 467 runners/walkers register to participate. Over 100
of these entries were kids and toddlers who did the 1K race! Lanier Monk
chaired the race this year which in its second year raised 4x the money!
Thanks to her outstanding leadership, the Council for Life was able to 
present the Gladney Center for Adoption Next Steps Program with a check
for $50,000!

A lovely dinner reception was held at the beautiful home of Cheryl and
Bill Henry to thank our generous luncheon donors. In a year when the
economy was down, our donors generously opened their hearts and their

                         

I t  h a s  b e e n  a  y e a r  o f  d o u b l e  p o r t i o n s !  O u r  c u p s  a r e
o v e r f l o w i n g  w i t h  s h o w e r s  o f  b l e s s i n g s  f r o m  a b o v e .



checkbooks to help us reach and exceed our underwriting goals for 2009.
As a result we were able to fund all of our seven beneficiaries as well as
our wait listed ones! More than we could have asked or imagined!

If all this wasn’t enough, the best was still to come! Luncheon Chair,
Michal Powell and Founding Advisor Jill Smith crafted an unforgettable
evening for our Circle of Life members at the home of Sarah and Ross
Perot the evening before the luncheon. Mayor Tom Leppert, Dr. Jim
Denison and Rev. Jim Cymbala shared deeply about their passion for
life and for protecting it in our current culture. We ended the evening 
gathered in prayer around Pastor Cymbala as we prayed for our city, for
the unborn and for Pastor Cymbala. 

A record 979 guests, men and women attended this year’s Celebrating
Life Luncheon at the Hilton Anatole Hotel. Ellen McStay, our Honorary
Luncheon Chair and Tom Leiser, our Men Stand for Life Advisor helped
fill the ballroom to capacity. The Men’s Chorus of First Baptist Church of
Hamilton Park set the tone for the day with their beautiful voices raised
in worship. The Mayor of our city, the Honorable Tom Leppert opened us
in prayer. A powerful video presentation “Life” written by Michal Powell
and produced by Cameron Cone presented the beauty and sacredness
of life created by God. Jim Cymbala then encouraged us with his message
of Life and Life meant to be lived to its fullest. The Board of Directors had
prayed for GLORY to fill the ballroom of the Anatole and His Glory was
definitely present!

All of this was done through God’s strength as He worked through an 
incredibly talented group of women who were on our Board of Directors
this year. Each woman gave above and beyond what could have been
imagined! In our weakness, God’s strength and power has been seen!

It has been an incredible year serving you. What a joy it has been to be
part of God’s wonderful work! We look forward with great expectancy for
what God has in store for the Council for Life as we begin 2010 under the
capable leadership of Laurie Connell and her wonderful Board of Directors.
Now to Him who can do exceedingly more than we can ask or imagine
according to His power at work within us, to God be the Glory! 

Gratefully,

Elizabeth Robinson



2009  BENEFICIARIES

Heartbeat International $     50,000
The Venegas Medical Foundation/Angels Clinic $     61,000
Dallas Pregnancy Resource Center  $     73,254 
Vitae Foundation  $     50,000 
Mid Cities Pregnancy Center  $     12,800
Catholic Pro Life Committee  $     24,610
Just Say Yes   $     25,000 
Life Talk $     21,000   
Real Options $     20,000 
Downtown Pregnancy Resource Center $      12,000
Rockwall/Mesquite Pregnancy Resource Center $      17,000 
Gladney Center for Adoption $     50,000

2009 Total  $   416,664

HISTORY OF GIVING 2001-2009

Aim For Success $     25,000 
Brighter Beginnings (CFL service project) $       4,500 
Catholic Charities of Dallas $     25,000 
Catholic Pro Life Committee $     35,077
CFL Community Outreach $        7,300 
Dallas Pregnancy Resource Center $1,055,708 
Downtown Pregnancy Resource Center $     16,400 
Elizabeth Home $     10,043 
Gladney Center for Adoption $     75,000
Heartbeat International  $   121,266
Hope For the Heart $       2,300 
Hope McKinney Pregnancy Resource Center $     25,000 
Just Say Yes $   140,633 
Justice Foundation $     21,500 
Life Talk $     21,000
Martha's Cookies (Training to Stand for Life) $       2,500 
Mid-Cities Pregnancy Center $     18,244
Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship/Project Turnaround $     45,000 
Prestonwood Pregnancy Center $     26,500 
Real Options for Women $     70,250 
Rockwall Pregnancy Resource Center $     92,000 
“Shaping Your Child’s Sexual Character” (DVD) $     30,000 
The Heidi Group $     49,500 
To Prepare a Place $     41,640 
The Venegas Medical Foundation/Angels Clinic $     87,945
Vitae Foundation $   206,266 
White Rose Women's Center $     45,000

TOTAL $2,219,676 

Abundant Blessing

The Council for Life was abundantly blessed in 2009 thanks to our

generous donors. Out of our abundance, we were able to fund all

of our primary and wait-listed beneficiaries as well as distribute

$126,179 more to our primary beneficiaries to help with their current

needs. This brought our 2009 giving total to $542,843!



2009 UNDERWRITERS

Circle of Life

Anonymous
Jennifer and Peter Altabef
BaylorHealth Care System
Martha Lou and Dan Beaird
Ann and David Carruth 
Sandra and Elmer Doty
Linda and Ken Hall 
Al G. Hill, Jr./  

Heather and Ray Washburne
Caroline and Bunker Hunt 
Norma Hunt
Tavia and Clark Hunt 
Phyllis and Tom Leiser
Leslie and Nick Merrick
Ellen McStay/

Morning Star Family Foundation 
The Lupe Murchison Foundation
Denise and Ray Nixon 
Gena and Chuck Norris
Sarah and Ross Perot
Michal and Loyd Powell
The Rowling Foundation
Sarah and George Seay
Jill and Bob Smith
Dottie Thompson  
Lisa and Kenny Troutt
Cindy and Tony Weber

Path of Faith

Anonymous 
Bob Baillargeon
Laura and Byron Carlock
Lissie and Steve Donosky
Michelle and Blake Fail
Mary Clare and Stan Finney
Cheryl and Bill Henry
Sue Gragg Precious Jewells
Jessica and Chuck Griege
Harold Simmons Foundation
Jolie and Bart Humphrey and 
Sarah Seddelmeyer

Betsy and Houston Hunt
Rebecca and Bobby Lutz
Marilyn and Sonny Oates
Prairie Creek Partners/ 

Alan and Randy Engstrom
Elizabeth and Charlie Robinson
Shanin and Bryan Wilburn 

Path of Joy

Anonymous
Melissa and Mike Allen 
Pam and Alan Balser/

Kathryn and David Waldrep
Bank of Texas
Meg and Ben Beaird
Tricia and  Gil Besing
Laurie and Mark Connell
Celia and Everett Coon
Millie and Dr. Kenneth Cooper
Tiffany and Paul Divis/

Tammy and Jeff Duclow
Gail and Clifford Fischer
Carolyn and Bill Foose
Elizabeth and Jeff Fronterhouse
Dianne and John Hawkins
Allison and Tal Hicks
Leslie and Larry Hopkins 
Priscilla and Doug Horn/ 

Lisa Luby Ryan
The Hospitality Sweet/

Barbara and Larry Adams
Wilson Johnson/ Mary Pate
Margaret and Keet Lewis 
Cile and Peter McCormick
Melissa and Scott McDonald
Lanier and Ken Monk/

Melissa and Blair Pogue
Pam and Vin Perella
Jan and Trevor Rees-Jones
Cindy and Robert Rhea
Jennifer and Douglas Rogers
Laulie Ross
Gail Schoellkopf 
Mary Jo Scheideman/

Sara Scheideman

Spectrum Financial Group/
Janna and Gary Lewis

Paula and Bob Strasser
Jessica and Robert Thackston 
Stephanie and Frank White

Path of Mercy 

Anonymous
Rebecca and Larry Brisendine
Susan and Stephen Butt
Tomima Edmark
Kathy and Bob Craine
Dr. Tony Evnas/

Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship
Ellen and Paul Flowers 
Michael Flusche
Jerry and Linda Hardison
Laura and Bob Hefner
June Hunt
Interstate Batteries 
Sue and Joe Justice
Anne Jordan Logan  
Harriet and Doug Maclay
Tiffany and Chris McKinzie
Lynn and Nat Mosley
DeEtte and Dr. Paul Peters
Plains Capital Bank/
Lee Ann and Alan White

Lisa and Dennis L. Roossien, Jr. 
Sarah and Thad Smith
Betsy and Jim Sowell
Lynn and Jim Stroud
Diane and Tracy Taylor
Nancy and Jay Turner
Susie and Jerry Wilson
The Write Choice/ 

Jennie Gilchrist

Path of Peace

Anonymous 
Diane and Jim Beckett
Nell and Shelby Bush
Connie and Denny Carreker
Kathy and Harlan Crow 

Patti and Jack Denman
Maryann and Michael Denton, Jr.
Barbara and Steve Durham 

In honor of Tammy Duclow
Judy and Hugh Ferguson  

In honor of Ann Carruth 
Libby Ferguson
Gini and John Florer
Joyce and Stephen Goldmann
Elaine and Walker Harman 

In honor of Libby Boggess
Dr. Brody and Julie Hildebrand
Hoebeke Builders
Amy and Scott Houdek
Leanne and Bruce Hunt 

In honor of Michal Powell
Margaret and Doug Hunt
Melanie and Paul Jackson
Mr. and Mrs. David H. Lott, Jr. 
Becky and Bob McCamey
Jeanne and Tony McClung
Kay and Rick McCrary
Minyard Founders Foundation
Linda and Pat Moore
Laura and Robert Neely
Betsy and Cary Newman
Carrie Jane and Kirk Pogoloff  

In memory of Dr. Z. W. Hutcheson 
Judy Pollock
Ann and William Quest
Nelene and Neil Rambin
Carrie and Drew Randall
Shauna and Gary Redwine
Mary and Ken Renwick
Mindy and Lee Ritchie
Lee and Lou Schaufele
Julie and Tom Shirley
Karen and Jeff Stone
Venegas Medical Foundation/

Angels Clinic
Marie and John Walter
Susan and Mike Williams 
Arthur and Cookie Wood
Mary Clayton and Hunter Wood
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Communit y  Outreach

Council for LIfe began the 2009 year hosting a community outreach event
on January 20. Over 300 people gathered for a box lunch and to hear the
inspiring testimonies of Reverend Mark Davis and Ann Holford.

Junior  Member  E vent

Hosted by Patty and Leigh Smith, the wine and cheese party for the junior
membership was a huge success.

Amy Alford, Courtney Whitehead and Lisa Troutt

Reverend Mark Davis

Ellen Harbison, Suzanne Everbach and Gini Florer

Lisa Luby Ryan, Stephanie White and Lisa Parro

Gonzalo and Maru Venegas Lauren Kindard and Page Pustmueller

Angela Grisham, Leigh Smith and Page Price

 

                   
                       



Bill Noble and Speaker, Nick Vujicic Reverend Ron Scates and Jack Denman Joel Pustmueller and Steve Donosky Lissie Donosky, Nick Vujicic, Courtney
Whitehead and Elizabeth Robinson

David Gowdey and Keet Lewis Courtney Whitehead and John Maisel Bill Noble and Mayor Tom Leppert Bill Aicklen and Michael Flusche

Men’s  E vent

Hosted by Bill Noble and Courtney Whitehead, the first annual Men’s Event was a standout event for the council and
sure to grow in coming years. Guest speaker, Nick Vujicic spoke to the heart of the sanctity of life as only he could do.



Spring Coffee

Hosted by Terry Rowling at her lovely home, the Spring Coffee was held on April 30 and attracted a record crowd of over 300.
The Council for Life was able to present the Gladney Center for Adoption a check for $25,000 for their Next Steps program.

Gail McWilliams shared her inspiring story of choosing the life of her unborn child over her eyesight.

Frank Garrott and Jennifer Lanter

Jennie Gilchrist and Pattie Denman

Jane Mulberry and Katie Morgan

Kristie and Kay McCrary Gini Florer, Melanie Jackson and Jessica Thackston



An E vening Celebrating L ife

Hosted by Lisa and Kenny Troutt at their beautiful new home, a dinner reception was held to honor our Advisory Board and 2009 Beneficiaries.
The evening also educated our membership and community more about the sanctity of Life with special guest speaker, Dr. Stephen Meyer

of the Disocvery Institute and Deidre and T.K. Laux who chose life for their son knowing he would only live for a few days after birth.

Ray and Heather Washburne Dottie and Jody Thompson Laura Carlock, Dan and Heather Cooper

Lisa Troutt, Harriet Maclay and Michelle Fail Mary Jayne Fogerty, Laurie Connell and Lissie Donosky

Kenny Troutt and James Weaver

Pastor Stephan Broden and Ann Carruth Marsha and Steve Williamson Elizabeth Robinson and Jennifer Shelmire Houston and Betsy Hunt



Cir cle  of  L ife  Dinner

Hosted by Sarah and Ross Perot at their W Hotel Apartment, 
the dinner was held on November 2 to honor large donors

and patrons of the 2009 Celebrating Life Luncheon.

Patr on Part y

Hosted by Cheryl and Bill Henry at their beautiful home,
a dinner reception was held to thank our generous luncheon 

donors and 2009 Board of Directors.

Elizabeth Robinson, Luncheon speaker, Jim Cymbala, Michal Powell and Jill Smith

Jim Cymbala, Michal Powell, Jim Denison and Mayor Tom Leppert

Bill and Cheryl Henry Laura and Byron Carlock

Charolotte and Fred Ball Margaret Lewis and Rebecca Lutz

Jim Cymbala and Hostess, Sarah Perot Ellen and John McStay Marilyn Augur, Tammy Duclow and Martha Lou Beaird



Council  for  L ife  5K  Run

The Council for Life presented its 2nd annual 5K Run on Saturday, October 24th at Reverchon Park/Katy Trail in Dallas.
Proceeds benefited the Gladney Center for Adoption Next Steps Program which was developed to help birthmothers transition back into

society. The run raised four times more than last years, enabling the Council to give the Gladney Center a check for $50,000!

The Run included something for everyone, from clowns to prizes, fellowship and fun! John Hill and Miles Matter

Chelsea Duvall, Alexine Cryer, Stephanie White and Run Chair, Lanier MonkBarker and Laura Carlock Future Council for Life Members!



Party favors for luncheon guests

Tricia Besing and Billye Leigh Rippey

Ann Carruth and Lisa Troutt Honorary Chair, Ellen McStay and Luncheon Chair, Michal Powell

Celebrating L ife  Luncheon

Held at the Hilton Anatole on November 3rd, a record number of 979 guests gathered to hear 
Pastor Jim Cymbala of the Brooklyn Tabernacle Churcn speak about Life and Life lived to the fullest.

Glory filled the ballroom!



Jan Hankinson, Jennifer Hankinson and Amanda Sisk Dan Bailey, Kim Rozell and Shelle Sills

Michal Powell and Jill Smith Mark and Laurie Connell and Reverend Ron Scates

Bill and Lezlie Noble Dottie Thompson and Dottie Poston

Elizabeth Robinson, 
Mayor Tom and Laura Leppert

Earlene Jones and Martha Lou Beaird Heather Cooper and Jim Cymbala



2010  Save  the  Dates  

January 19 Box Lunch Member Event
11:30 am, Museum of Biblical Arts

February 25 Men’s Initiative Breakfast
7:00 am, Dallas Country Club

March 5 and 6 Brighter Beginnings Service Project

April 29 Spring Coffee
10:00 am, 
Home of Kenny and Lisa Troutt

September 25 Council for Life 5K Run
8:00 am, Katy Trail

November 9 Celebrate Life Luncheon
11:00 am, Hilton Anatole



2009 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Elizabeth Robinson, President
Barbara Adams
Amy Alford
Martha Lou Beaird
Shannon Cagnina
Laura Carlock
Ann Carruth
Laurie Connell
Lissie Donosky
Tammy Duclow
Suzanne Everbach
Michelle Fail
Gini Florer
Jennie Gilchrist
Mimi Gilliland
Wylly Goodson
Jessica Griege
Angela Grisham
Stephanie Hagen
Ellen Harbison
Priscilla Horn
Melanie Jackson

Janna Lewis
Harriet Maclay
Lindsey Miller
Lanier Monk
Lisa Parro
Michal Powell
Amanda Richard
Fiona Richards
Laulie Ross
Terry Rowling
Lisa Luby Ryan
Sarah Seay
Jessica Thackston
Lisa Troutt
Nancy Turner
Cindy Weber
Courtney Whitehead
Dana Williams
Marsha Williamson

2009 ADVISORY BOARD

Kerby Anderson
Marilyn Augur

Rev. Gary Brandenburg
Robbie Briggs
Paige Benton Brown
Nancy Chapman
Virginia Cook
Dr. Dan Cooper
Rev. Mark Davis
Rev. Dr. Jim Denison
Rev. Dr. Tony Evans
Rev. Dr. Walter Fletcher
Dr. John Harper
Dr. Steven Harris
Bette Hoag
Norma Hunt
Sue Justice
Keet Lewis
Ellen McStay
Marilyn Morris
Bill Noble
Gena Norris
Rev. David Rea
Robert Riggs
Bob Rowling
Rev. Dr. Joseph (Skip) Ryan    

Rev. Dr. Ron Scates 
Nancy Seay
Shelle Bagot Sills
Annette Simmons
Reid Slaughter
Jill Smith
Lulie Thomas
Dottie Thompson
Rev. Neil Tomba
Dr. Gonzalo Venegas
Dr. Kathryn Waldrep
John Ward
Heather Washburne
Dr. Damaris Young Wright

2010 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Laurie Connell, President
Harriet Maclay
Nancy Turner
Jessica Thackston
Shannon Cagnina
Luellen Smith
Michelle Fail

Mona Wilson
Sarah Seay
Sara Lee Gardner
Elizabeth Hurley
Stephanie White
Stephanie Oakes
Mimi Gilliland
Stephanie Hagen
Belinda Heraty
Betsy Hunt
Jennifer Shelmire
Laura Carlock
Barrett Ball
Lanier Monk
Lynn Stroud
Janna Lewis
Claire Smith
Vicki Howland
Angela Grisham
Priscilla Horn
Elizabeth Robinson
Ann Carruth
Cindy Weber
Jill Smith

FOUNDERS  |  Ann Carruth |  Judy Ferguson |  Elaine Harman |  Bette Hoag |  Sue Justice |  Suzanne Nash |  Sarah Perot |  Janet Quisenberry |  Kim Rozell |  Jill Smith |  Lisa Troutt

CORE VALUES  |  We believe in the sanctity of Life and that Life begins at conception. We exist to equip and educate our community about issues concerning Life. The

Word of God is our foundation of truth. We seek to ensure that all our endeavors glorify God. We are committed to under girding everything we say and do with love, mercy,

grace, and forgiveness acting in compassion.



T o  G o d  B e  T h e  G l o r y             G r e a t  T h i n g s  H e  H a t h  D o n e .  

www.councilforlife.org


